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Seeking support for Maori Carbon 
Foundation’s 150,000ha initiative
THE MAORI Carbon Foundation is 
the new player on the block in carbon 
traders and it is seeking support to fill a 
national quota of 150,000 hectares across 
New Zealand.

Led by Sir Mark Solomon, the 
foundation recently unveiled its intent in 
Kaikoura.

Other members include former MPs 
Hone Harawira, Murray McCully and 
former National Party president Michelle 
Boag, technology entrepreneur Maru 
Nihoniho and communications strategist 
Jevan Goulter.

In a nutshell, the foundation would 
plant the trees, collect the carbon 
revenue for the first seven years to cover 
costs, and then split the profits 50/50 
with the landowners, for the remaining 
23 years of a 30-year contract.

The Maori Carbon Foundation 
(MCF) are particularly excited about 
the economic social benefits offered 
to landowners who participate in 
programmes such as this.

An associated trust led by Dame 
Tariana Turia will work on social 
benefits for the communities around the 
forests, such as training people for tree 
planting and pest eradication.

Mr Solomon said the organisation 
offered to help landowners achieve long-
term returns from participating in the 
carbon mitigation economy. 

“This is a significant step in achieving 
the Government’s objective of planting 
one billion trees to help meet New 
Zealand’s emission reduction targets.

“We want to encourage landowners to 
think about the sustainability of their 
land holdings and to receive the long 
term benefits that come from the forecast 
growth in carbon credits which results 
from emitters in New Zealand and the 

world seeking to fulfil their emissions 
reduction obligations.

“We are also keen for rural and 
provincial communities to extract 
maximum benefit from extensive 
permanent forest planting in terms 
of employment, injection of resources 
into local communities and the long 
term financial benefits reaped by local 
landowners,” he said.

The carbon farming investment 
opportunity arises from a unique 
assembly of globally accepted policy 
settings, cross party support for the 
Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) and 
government aspirations for extensive 
tree planting to mitigate carbon 
emissions.

The New Zealand ETS is the 
Government’s main tool for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions.

Carbon credits can be claimed 
annually by filing an application to the 
NZ Government.

“Carbon storage is simply the storage 
of organic matter in soil and trees that 
reduce the amount of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere.

“It is not feasible to directly measure 
the amount of carbon that a forest 
is storing over time, so the preferred 
approach is to use tree-growth  
modelling to estimate the amount of 
carbon stored.” 

This modelling is then adjusted on a 
regular basis to reflect the occurrence 
of events that affect the rate of carbon 
sequestration, such as rainfall or 
bushfire. 

Many different models for carbon 
sequestration are available.

“We invite all interested to attend the 
information meeting on Monday at the 
War Memorial Hall at 10am.”
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